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ACT BRANCH PRESIDENT’S 2014 REPORT 
 

The Branch President, Les Bienkiewicz, presented his annual report to the Branch AGM that was held on 14 October, 

His amended follows: 
  

I am pleased to advise you that the Branch is being very well managed and all things are “ship shape”.  For that we 

have to thank the workers behind the scenes – in particular Secretary David Clinch, Treasurer Paul Jones and 

Membership Officer Trevor Goodhew for their efforts. 
 

Our finances are in a healthy position, based not just on dollars coming in during the year, but the healthy balance we 

accumulated over the past twenty years or so, especially in the days of high interest rates !  This allows us to carry our 

all our routine tasks as well as provide financial assistance to members where necessary.   

- During the year we did provide a grant of $2000 to a needy member.  Any such expenditure is closely 

examined, discussed and decided in a Committee meeting. 

- We now also provide the National Office with $2000 pa to cover our share of office expenses. 

Committee works.  I have already mentioned the hard work of David, Paul and Trevor who keep the Branch’s 

administration ship shape.  Others on the committee have more operational roles and they warrant special mention and 

thanks – Hilton Leonard is our hard working Pensions Officer and Kerry Mellor our advocacy officer.  There’s is quite 

literally a full time occupation.  Our DWSG convenor, Christine Lamb, is another whose efforts warrant our thanks.  

The recent DWSG Annual Luncheon is reported in Camaraderie and her report follows in this news. 
 

Membership.  During the year Trevor Goodhew continued to work hard in maintaining the accuracy of our 

membership database, and recently we moved all our SA members across to the newly established SA Branch.  This 

will mean our Branch will suffer a sudden decrease in numbers but the Association as a whole will not be worse of.  

We wish SA Branch all the best, and the Committee has offered SA every assistance as they become established.  For 

example during the year we managed the mailouts of their Camaraderie and Raffle tickets. 
 

ESO Support Centres.  One issue of importance in the ACT is the move to establish central ESO Support Centres.  

Two in Canberra are proposed – one in Woden (under the auspices of the Woden RSL) and the other in Page (under 

the auspices of the VV&VF).  The Branch has offered its strong support to both initiatives, which may involve some 

financial support.  
 

Finally, I wish to put on record my thanks to David Clinch who will soon relinquish his role as Branch Secretary.  

That marks some thirty years of continuous involvement in an official capacity on the Branch Committee as Treasurer, 

DWSG Supporter and more recently as Secretary.  I am grateful he is continuing on the Committee as an ordinary 

member.  A warm welcome and thanks to Gerard Gough as our new Secretary, and our thanks to departing Committee 

members Peter Eveille, Paul Threlfall and Michael Taylor.  

 

Your Committee wishes you all a happy, safe and joyful Christmas and New Year. 

 

DEFENCE WIDOWS SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Ladies who lunch.  The informal lunches held in June, whilst very enjoyable, had a reduced number of attendees on 

the southside since we were unable to find a restaurant that could accommodate us on a Sunday.  However, in 2015 we 

have arranged a Sunday lunch at Ginseng at the Woden Hellenic Club. Ginseng has an excellent reputation and we 

have been able to book a private dining room.  We look forward to more members attending in June nest year for that 

particular lunch.  



Insert in Camaraderie Vol 45 No. 3 

 

 

In 2014, at these lunches small coin collections raised $200 and the DFWA Committee agreed to subsidise this dollar 

for dollar. Last year we donated a number of audio books to The Canberra Hospital. Unfortunately they have been 

underused due to the fact that the Veteran Liaison Officers (VLOs) have only one large machine run by many 

batteries.  They have suggested that purchasing smaller electrical players that fit easily on bedside tables would be far 

more user friendly and that they would  also appreciate some music CDs. We have initially allocated $200 to the 

Veterans’ Fund at The Canberra Hospital as the VLOs are willing to do the purchasing of the players and CDs. The 

balance will be held until the hospital gets a new Veterans’ Lounge and the additional funds will be most welcome 

then to assist with making it a pleasant area for those veterans and families needing to spend time at the hospital 

without necessarily being patients.   
 

Our new Patron.  We were delighted to have Her Excellency Lady Cosgrove, our new Patron, as guest speaker at the 

more formal lunch at CIT, Reid in September.  As a former service wife she fully understands the role our Group plays 

and her down-to-earth attitude and ability to empathise with the lives we have led was evident in her compassionate 

manner. She shared with us stories of the vice-regal partnership she shares with Sir Peter – varying from visiting 

indigenous camps in the far north to having tea with the Queen. We especially enjoyed hearing of having the young 

royals as guests at Government House and Lady Cosgrove sharing some cuddles with Prince George.  
 

The CIT and their staff provided a most enjoyable lunch and every effort was made to ensure the rather faltering 

performance of the previous year did not recur. We thank them and the trainees for their efforts.  Read more about this 

function in Camaraderie !  
 

Here, There & Away.   During the year, our book, ‘Here, There & Away’ has been the inspiration for some well-

received presentations to Probus and similar groups at their monthly meetings and more opportunities would be most 

welcome. We also still have some copies of ‘Here, There & Away’ for sale. 
 

Commemorative Service.  In October we held our 

annual commemorative service at the Hall of 

Remembrance at the Australian War Memorial, preceded 

by an informal lunch at Poppy’s cafe. We were most 

grateful to Chaplain Sarah Gibson of the Australian Army 

for attending and leading us in prayer – or moments of 

quiet contemplation – in deference to individual wishes.  
 

This short ceremony began on the 30
th
 anniversary of the 

formation of our group and seemed a fitting way to mark 

such an occasion. It has become special to us as it is the 

only occasion when the DWSG can officially 

acknowledge in this venue the service and sacrifice made 

by our husbands.  
 

Again our thanks go to the staff of the AWM who put every effort into making this small ceremony a time of quiet 

reflection whilst we remembered not only our late husbands, but military personnel still serving their country.  
 

Unfortunately, Dr Brendan Nelson, Director of the AWM, has written to advise that the AWM will no longer be able 

to support such future ceremonies (not just ours).  He has suggested that possibly we could incorporate our ceremony 

with the Last Post ceremony which takes place 364 days of the year. This suggestion will be fully discussed next year.  
 

Holiday wishes.   We wish all members of the DWSG a happy and safe holiday season with their families and loved 

ones, and look forward to a peaceful 2015. 

 

BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

The first Committee meeting for 2015 is scheduled to be held at the Burns Club on Tuesday 10 February 2015 at 

1030am.  Members are always invited to attend… if possible, drop us a line prior to confirm. 

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 

The ACT Branch President moonlights as a Marriage Celebrant, and would be pleased to assist any member who may 

need that service !  Les can be contacted on 0411 444248 or bienk@grapevine.com.au 
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